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Ann Arbor St. Thomas 
1976 Football Scores and Record 

9 Wins, No Losses, No Ties 

St. Thomas – 28 Addison – 0 

St. Thomas – 16 Deerfield – 12  

St. Thomas – 40 Summerfield – 6  

St. Thomas – 39 Adrian Madison – 0 

St. Thomas – 37 Britton-Macon – 0  

St. Thomas – 46 Whitmore Lake – 0  

St. Thomas – 43 Whiteford – 3  

St. Thomas – 28 Sandcreek – 7  

St. Thomas – 14 Manchester – 6  

Totals: 291  34 

Undefeated, Untied, and Unequaled! 

















 



Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard honoring undefeated 1976 St. Thomas football team 
Saturday 

• Published: Sep. 30, 2016, 12:30 p.m. 

By  

• Sam Meads | smeads@mlive.com 

The Father Gabriel Richard football team takes the field before the Ann Arbor Father Gabriel 
Richard vs. Romulus Summit Academy high school football game on Saturday, October 18, 
2014, in Ann Arbor. Katie McLean | The Ann Arbor News 

In high school football today, a 9-0 record and 291-34 score differential earns a top seed in 
the MHSAA football playoffs. In 1976, Ann Arbor St. Thomas high school, now Ann Arbor 
Gabriel Richard high school, was left out of the Class D playoffs with those results. 

Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard will celebrate the 40-year anniversary of the final St. Thomas 
football team in its homecoming game against Westinghouse (PA) Saturday at 1 p.m. 

St. Thomas was left out of the playoffs by a fraction of a point due to the point system that 
determined the four teams to make the state semifinals. Joe Simon, a junior on the 1976 



team, compared the point system to how the college football playoff committee currently 
determines the college football playoff with strength of schedule and opponents records. 

“I think we would’ve won it all that year, but we never got the chance,” Simon said. 

A senior laden team with a strong junior class, the Irish knew they had something special 
after a 7-2 finish the year before. 

“There was a preseason high school preview in the Ann Arbor News and I told them if we 
don’t go 9-0 I should be fired,” St. Thomas coach Dave McCarney said. 

“During that season I realized that injuries can happen and things can change, so I never 
said that again.” 

St. Thomas had several key injuries to seniors that season, but several juniors, including 
Simon, stepped up to make the undefeated season possible. 

The season couldn’t have started better as St. Thomas forced an Addison fumble on the 
opening kickoff and scored a few plays later. 

“I really think that first play against Addison really gave us momentum to have the season 
we wanted to have,” McCarney said. 

St. Thomas defeated two quality Class C teams that year, including Addison in the season 
opener and Manchester in the season finale. The Irish weren't given a chance to compete 
for the state title. Crystal Falls Forest Park beat Flint Holy Rosary in the state finals. Holy 
Rosary dominated Marcellus, who beat St. Thomas in the semifinals. The final AP Poll 
ranked St. Thomas second behind state champion Crystal Falls Forest Park. 

“It’s still a little unsettling that we didn’t get a chance to play for the championship,” Simon 
said. "I think it would've been a great game against Crystal Falls." 

McCarney credits a lot of their success to the University of Michigan coaching staff who 
had an open door policy with the St. Thomas coaching staff. McCarney taught at St. Francis 
where son’s of Michigan coaches Bo Schembechler (Shemy) and Jack Harbaugh (John and 
Jim) attended. 

McCarney would go to the Michigan coaching office every week and game plan with 
Harbaugh and offensive line coach Jerry Hanlon. 

“Coach Hanlon would always know these little adjustments that we could use against a 
certain defense we were going to face,” McCarney said. “It’s pretty hard to fail when you get 
this kind of help so all I had to do is not screw it up.” 



McCarney credited the fellow coaches at St. Thomas as to why their athletic programs had 
so much success. 

“St. Thomas was a place where coaches encouraged kids to play multiple sports and when 
I went on to other places, it wasn’t always like that,” McCarney said. “My defensive 
coordinator was the varsity baseball coach and he won a state title, and our basketball 
coach who supported us at every game won a state title as well. 

“All of the coaches supported one another and that helps to have success.” 

Twenty-two of the 29 players on the team are expected to be in attendance for the game on 
Saturday. McCarney and Simon said it should be a great showing from the entire St. 
Thomas/Gabriel Richard community. 

“I was fortunate as a young coach to have that kind of a team and they made me look 
good,” McCarney said. “They were all team players and did whatever was asked of them 
and I think that goes to show why they are all so successful today.” 

“It was a once in a lifetime kind of team.” 
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