St. Thomas Fighting Irish

50" Anniversary
1976 Football Team
October 2, 2026

Hail To The Irish
The St. Thomas High Scheol football team  Manchester. The andefeated seasen is the first

completed a perfect seasen Saturday might by
winning their ninth stralght game, 14-6 over

3

News gheas by Cecil Lockord

wle. This wall ea High Street at Elizabeth
fer any Amm Arbor team (n almest 28 years and  Street near the school got the treatment, in-

Sunday night the painters were out to pay trib-  dicating the “Number One™ status .




Front Row (left to right) - J. Wright, M. Mrozinski, M. Kelley, Second Row ({left to right) - P. Sherzer, R. Farmiloe, M.
O’'Neill, G. Creswell, D. O'Brien, P. Rodriguez, Third Row {left to right) - M. Fox, J. Lott, K. Trim, M. Richmond, D.
Morehouse, P, Dascola, P, Lemmer, Fourth Row {left to right) - D. Tice, J. Treml, J. Rupert, C. Cavanaugh, M. Schork, J,
Q’'Sullivan, B. Cook, R. Smith, J. Simon, W. DeNeff, B. Kelley, D. McCarney, Trainer. Absent: B, DiDonato.

St. Thomas Varsity Football Squad







St. Thomas Varsity Football Roster

GREEN WHITE HT WT CLASS
QB JOHN WRIGHT 7 7 ¢ 3 170 12
QB RON SMITH 16 12 5 9” 150 1
HB PAUL LEMMER 18 26 . o 145 12
HB DENNIS TICE 21 21 5 8" 140 1
HB JIM 10TT 24 24 5 9" 160 1
FB PETE RODRIGUEZ 31 3 5 10" 155 12
HB BLAISE DiDONATO 32 32 5 10" 160 12
SE MARK SCHORK 40 40 5 11" 150 1
FB GEORGE CRESWELL 42 42 6’ 175 12
FB JEFF RUPERT 44 25 s 180 10
HB MIKE FOX 45 41 5 10" 140 10
T MARK KELLEY 52 52 . N e 197 12
G BRIAN KELLEY 51 61 5 11" 180 10
Cc PHIL DASCOLA 60 60 5" 10" 160 12
Cc JIM O'SULLIVAN 61 61 5 10" 150 1"
G JOE SIMON 62 62 5 9" 154 1
T KEVIN TRIM 63 63 5 10 160 1"
G CRIS CAVANAUGH 64 69 6’ 170 1
G WAYNE DeNEFF 66 rA 5 11" 175 1
T JOE TREML 70 70 5 9” 160 1
T PAUL SHERZER 72 72 6" 2" 210 12
G MARK O'NEILL 73 74 5 11" 170 12
Cc BILL COOK 75 75 6" 3" 185 1
E ROCKY FARMILOE 80 80 6 1" 170 12
E DAVE O'BRIEN 81 81 5 11" 160 12
E MIKE MROZINSKI 82 82 6’ 180 12
E MARK RICHMOND 84 84 5 11" 172 n
E DAVE MOREHOUSE 88 83 5 10" 160 - 12
Schedule of Games Directions
9/17  @Addison 8:00 ADDISON - 12 West to 127 South to Town -
9/24 @Deerfield 7:30 left at light to school.
o/ 2 Summerfield 7:30 DEERFIELD - 23 South to 50 West to County
0/ 8 @Madison 7:90 Line Highway - left to town.
3 MADISON - 12 West to 52 South to 223
10/16 Britton 7:30 left to Treat Hwy. - right to School.
10/22  @Whitmore Lake 7:30 WHITMORE LAKE - 23 North to Whitmore Lake Exit -
10/29 @Whiteford 7:30 | North past school - left at 1st road
11/ 6  Sand Creek  7:30 - g
11/13 Manchester 7:30 WHITEFORD - 23 South to Consear Rd. - West to

School.
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Class B
1—Dearborn Divine Child
2—Muskegoa Catholic
3—Grand Rapids West Catholic
4—Jackson Lumen Christi
S—Riverview
6—~Coopersville
7—0scoda
§~Detroit Austin
9—Vicksburg .

10—Ejton Rapids

Class D
1—Crystal Falls
2—North Adams
3—Detroit DePorres
4—Ann Arbor St. Thomas
S—Manistee Catholic
6—Flint Holy Resary
T—Beal Gity
$-~Harbor Springs
G—Wuterford Gur Lady

10—NMemphis
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BY DAVE RIGAN Ypsilanti was behind, 200, against
News Sports Writer Adrian and didn’t score a point
against Eastern witil the final quar-

Exciting football has been the ruje ¥

for local bigh schools, The Braves were given an honora-
Ypsilanti has led the league g ble mention by The Associated Press
beart-sloppers. Tlass A high school poll for the first

it has a record of 3.1 and three of Ume Uns Season after they knocked
! been i i . Off the undefeated Maples.
ﬁme?“ ';he B;‘aﬁ'wzam&;bi'.:, Ffioneer finishes a close second in
over Adrian on Friday and their 18.14  thrillers.

! ’ All four games have been detided
:my agamsi Lanting Eastern were by no more than a touchdown and the

iast two against Lansing Esstern and
East Lansing have been humdingers
In both contests, it looked like Pion-
cer had tumed the tide late in the
game. only to have the opposition
come back with winning touchdowns
with 1:18 and 19 seconds left to play.

St. Thomas, third-ranked team in,
chass D, has generally overpowered
its oppenents with an unstoppable of-

- fense led by quarterback John “EI-
mo™" Wright and end Mike Mrozinski.
The passing attack has been very ef-
fective and the ground game is capa-
ble of eating up turf at 2 rapid clip, -

But the Irish played one cidse

oamme et M whe alvrrnet <« Ml e - -2
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Hot Pursuit

Three Si. Themas defenders chase dewn Whitmore  an Kelley (31) amd Wayne DeNell (31). 5. Themas
Lake running 2 3 g £ i . o, 46-0, 1s remain undefeal
sweep, The Irish players are George Creswell (42), Bri- s fourth shatout in six games.
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Irish, Brave‘s, Rats Have Goals Alive

BY DAVE RIGAN
News Sperts Writer

Unbeaten St. Thomas High (7-0) is

driving for the state Class D cham-
pionship.

Ypsilanti High (6-1) is shooting for
the state Class A title and the outright
South Central Conference champion-
ship. t

And Huron High (52) is bidding for
a share of SCC crown.

So you can see it’s another big
weekend of high school football com-
ing up on the Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti
scene. ooy

Right now, St. Thomas is no better
than runner-up just to get into the
state playoffs but if the Irish win their

PAUL WEBER

Ameng the leading football players at the local high scheols
these days are Paul Weber of Huron High who helped produce
a safety and blecked a punt against Jackson Parkside, Bobby |
Jones of Pioneer High, one of the hardest hitters on the field.

next two games, they just might be on
their way.

Ypsilanti (6-1 overall and 4-0 in the
SEC) already has clinched a share of
the conference championship and the
Braves have a good shot at the state
playoffs.

Huron High (5-2 overall and 2-1 in

the SEC) would keep its hopes of a -

SEC title tie alive if it can defeat
Ypsilanti on Ypsilanti’s Shadford
Field at 7:30 p.m., Friday.

Huron will play Pioneer High (1-6°

and 1-2) in the season’s finale at Holl-
way Field on Friday, Nov. 12, while

Ypsilanti plays a non-league game at

Belleville to wrap up its regular sea-
son on the 12th. ’

BOBBY JONES.

This Friday, Pioneer will be at
home against Jackson High (0-3 and
34).

St. Thornas, challenging Marcellus
(near Kalamazoo) for the Region I
play-off berth, will be at home against
Sand Creek (3-4) at 7:30 p.m., Satur-
day, at Hollway Field.

If Ypsilanti wins Friday, it will be
the outright champion with a 5-0 con-

 ference record. If Huron wins it will

battle involving Ypsilanti; Huron and
Adrian.

. The Irish offense has been highly
productive all séason and led the way
again in last week’s 43-3 win over
Whiteford. The defense has also done
its share, too, defensive end Dave

MIKE PEE

Morehouse did a great job getting into
the opponents’ backfield and sacking
the quarterback.

\  As usual, quarterback John Wright
and backs George Créswell and Blaise
DiDonato led the way offensively.
Wright completed four of five passes
and the two runners both topped the
100-yard mark for the first time this
season. g

Ypsilanti doesn’t have much time to
rest on its laurels after beating Pion-
eer, 21-6. Huron has been impressive
all year.

The River Rats were not overly im-
pressive in their 24-0 whitewash of

* Jackson Parkside. The usually potent

offense ‘netted a total of 159 yards.

GEORGE CRESWELL

~ High School Players In The Spo/tlight

Mike Pee of Pioneer whe plays both defensive halfback and
wingback, and George Creswell and Blaise DiDonato of St.
Thomas High who each rushed for more than 100 yards last

ponents.

_ Coach Tom Fagan was excited never-

theless over the fact that his team is
still in contention. ‘“We have our des-
tiny in our own hands. We will go aft-
er them,” he said.

Pioneer now has to fight a battle of

- waning confidence after suffering six

losses in seven games. The loss to
Ypsilanti was the most decisive of the
season.

The one new element for Pioneer
was the play of sophomore*quarter-
back Jim Smith, who played his first
full game at the helm in the absence
of injured Phil Kroeger. He demon-
strated a strong throwing arm and
connected on three passes for 74
vards.

BLAISE DiDONATO

weekend when the Irish won their seventh straight game and
added enough peints to give them a 249-21 lead over their op-



Injuries Hamper St. Thomas

BY DOUG BLACKBURN
News Sports Writer

Unbeaten and untied St. Thomas
High, driving for a Class D play-off
berth for the state championship, suf-
fered another blow Tuesday.

Fullback George Creswell, who has
been up around 100 yards rushing in a
couple games this fall, has a broken
collar bone and is lost for the season.

Earlier, senior lineman Mark O’-
Neill was Sidelined with a broken arm
and senior lineman Mark Kelley with

a knee injury which required surgery.
“I don’t know, this is really
strange,” says Coach Dave McCarney.
“In the last two years we haven’t had
many injuries at all and now, all of a
sudden, we’ve got three starters out.

“George. was our most improved
player and probably was the most
pleasant surprise we've had on of-
fense.”

More than just a pleasant addition
to the St. Thomas offense, the 6-0,
175-pound senior fullback was the
team’s second-leading ground gainer,
averaging 5.4 yards a carry. Creswell
had run the ball 88 times for 476 yards
and eight touchdowns.

On defense, Creswell shared
linebacking duties with junior Mark
Richmond. Richmond will now as-
sume that position full-time, where he
has proven quite capable in recent
outings. On offense, St. Thomas depth
will get its real test. Sophomore Jeff
Rupert will replace Creswell at full-
back.

““Jeff has been playing there behind
George all year and has some game
experience,’”” says McCarney.

““We obviously have some depth be-
cause we're 70 with two starters out
for the last four games with injuries,””
says McCarney.

““The difference is between having a
senior with experience and determina-
tion and a sophomore with determina-
tion. Jeff will do the best he can —

he’s a good athlete and a strong run-
ner.”

McCarney has held out some hope
of getting back O'Neill and Kelley
before the season ends but that's
up to the doctors. The cast was
scheduled to come off O'Neill's arm
early this week and Kelley is reported

* making good progress.

St. Thomas must win its last two
games — against Sand Creek this
Saturday and Manchester next Satur-
day — in order to keep its hopes alive

JEFF RUPERT

for the state playoffs. Both games will
be played at Hollway Field.

According to the latest computa-
tions from the State High School Ath-
letic Association, Marcellus is leading
Region I in Class D with 65.71 points.
St. Thomas is second with 58.28. The
Irish presumably could overtake Mar-
cellus by winning their last two
games if Marcellus loses one of its fi-
nal two.

Marcellus will be heavily favored to
knock off Martin (1-6) this Friday but
next week plays Mattawan (6-1), a
strong Class C team, and presumably
will be the underdog.

Sand Creek (3-4) has demonstrated
a powerful offense in most of its
games and is expected to give 'St.
Thomas its toughest test in several
weeks.



‘fO’Brien (up,eenter) is a sure handed pass-v

erome Jelinek (top, right), is Huron’s talent-
ler and Gary Reeves (bottom, left) one of
hallcarrlers Pete Woodruff (bottom, mid-
Green are a pafr of standouts for the Pion-
mlrnﬁ on the line pnd :G.reen as a numiug
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irisii, braves Siriving -

- For Playoff Berths

The Michigan High School Athletic
Association’s weekly plavoff ratings
are pelting a bt of Jocal attention
since two schools from this area have
1poved into the top three.
~Ann Arbor St. Thomas now occupies
the second position in the Class D
Region I ratings while Ypsilanti has
moved into third place in the Class A
Region 111 Iistings.

, Bedleville High is also making a run

#t a playoff spot. It is now tied for
filth in the Class A Region 111 stand-
ihes and stll has a game w g
dgainst Ypsilant in each teams ).
nale.

The rest of the standings are finally
looking a little bit more like the high
school poll voted on by the writers.

[The Irish have 56.00 points while
Marcellus still leads Region III with
L

(The Braves were ranked fifth last
W

week. Now, they are trailing only
Kalamazoo Loy Norrix and Lincoln
Park.

Here are the listings of the topped
ranked school in each region.

Class A: Region 1T — Detrolt South-
weslemn; Region II — Farminglon
Hills Harrison, Region III — Kala-
maroo Loy Norrix; Rezion IV — Mid-
land Dow.

Class B: Region | — Grand Rapids
West Catholic; Region II — Mount
Pleasant: Region I — lonia; Region
IV — Dearborn Divine Child.

Class C: Region — 1 — Kalamazoo
Hackeit: Regioa Il — Flat Reck: Re-
gion I — Shepherd: Region 1V —
Onaway.

Class D. Region 1 — Marcellus: Re-
gion II — Flimt Holy Rosary; Region
II.— Manistee Catholic Central: Re-
gion IV — Crystal Falls Forest Park

AT B
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"We beat an excellent ball club.”
“We played over injuries and did an
outstanding job of pulling ourselves

said McCarney. “Our .defense came

together all season long. I could sin-
gle out kids on this team forever ™
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Cooch of the Yeor:

Vakdy Golire, Seat Clty

Quarserbocks:

Jofin Wricht, Ann Arbdr 5. Thomes, 62, 180

J;SH Narriz, Woterferd Dur Lody ¢ Lokes, 59,
1 |
Bocha: v

Dove Wizon, Jehamesbhurgdewiston, -9, 175
Rober! Jocison., Allandate, 59, 138

Dick Rerwves. Marhor Sorings, &1, 220 }
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Oreriey Davis, Crvasal Faks Fores? Ferk, &1, 200 1

|

|

Mike Soulfrrard, Flint Holy Rosary, 45, 10

Chriz Siraus, Deal City, 511, 1% ;

Crolg Lvens, Hiliman, &3 185

Bob Wets, Cosowilin, 640, 190 -

Nexder Krveryl, Homibremers Imrracuiaie Concep: |
Hon, 64, o

Kicker:

Pelo Gross, Beol C®y, S0, 10

—M2ore and Waotss orc lunices, The rest ore <en-
:ﬂ"» Jerkzon i e anly repeoter from the 1975

oo,

Seeclpl Hense Coooh: Ok Nettioch, Crystol
Falls Forest Pork: Dove McCorney, Anh Afbor
=2, Thamece .

lem&s:
Oeve Stantictd, Pettervitie: Dove Reino, Marber |
Sorings: Johe Cox. Bakwin, '

o s
Will Hummel, Crosse P ée University Ligoot;
Mark Revnodds, Dryden: Joe Dicirich, Loginow |
fAlchipon Lutheron Semiscey: Deb Couror, Boks
rimn: Gerard Kolomewakl, Monlctee Cotholic Cen- |
Dennb Loke, Xangston: Jonn Cenley, Sognew 5t, f
Sitohen. Dove Busairn. Coscord: Tred Rovyer,
d: Jorry 8erown, Onckama; Goven Plep- |
mmvu: Tim Rickores, Royol Dok S Mary.

Greg Asgerson, EwenTrowd Creck: John s
Orvcen; Ron Corson. DeTeur; Beet'’
Brinkmon, Ommcole Gepetemn. I

1
L3

Linemen :

Al McDomeh, Pickiord; Joe Bush, Johonnestrrp- |
Le, n:_ flark torta, Fronkior:; Gree Cus
. Flim Holy Rosory: Aoren O'Bren, Cotesor; |
Gorv Fermo, Amandoke. 1 L0 iy ‘
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St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

Totals:

Ann Arbor St. Thomas

1976 Football Scores and Record

9 Wins, No Losses, No Ties

Thomas — 28
Thomas — 16
Thomas — 40
Thomas — 39
Thomas — 37
Thomas — 46
Thomas — 43
Thomas — 28
Thomas — 14

291

Addison - 0
Deerfield — 12
Summerfield — 6
Adrian Madison - 0
Britton-Macon — 0
Whitmore Lake — 0
Whiteford — 3
Sandcreek — 7
Manchester — 6

34

Undefeated, Untied, and Unequaled!
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ST. THOMAS FOOTBALL
9-0-0
SEPT. I @ ADDISON won A8-0
SEPT. A4 @ DEERFIELD wWon 16-12
i SUMMERFILELD WON  40- 6
oct. 8 @ apRiAN MADISON  WON 53 ~0
oct. b BRITTON - MACON  WON 37-0
OcT.. dd @NH(TMORE LAKE WON  46-0
QET:: Q9D (@ oTTAWA LAKE wWoN 43-3
W HITE FORD
NOY . G SAND CREEK WON 38-17

NoV. 13 MANCHESTER WoN [%¥-6
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Su“ AARY ST . THOMAS
veam VARSITY ofrovent  TOTALS
PL.AcCE DATE
STTHOMAS 7 | 6 | 6% 16Y12y
OPPONENTS {3 o 18 13 13%
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TOTAL OFFeENSE  PLavs 48% 379
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YARDS | 49 . aleg iIS-652
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Puws Musgee 29 50 (¥ Blockad)
Vaeps 96 Y 46~1475%
PAVERA: 33.3 324
RETURNS PUNTS | 26 (2faurcatches) . rE=tSe- (3-102
A e .
Kickers || -aik‘; _a,::_“’o 2 A= "“_’65'8
INTERC, 0 ~&832 ~&.3 A 30
TPEMALTIES B
F3-485 | =398
l
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In recognitlon of your cutstanding acheivemants

and contributions to Michigan High School Athletlcs . | .

May your record and personal performance sene as
a guide to all Individuals Involvad in sparts, both
presant and fulure, in thal the preservation of High
Schoal Amateur Athletica In the State of Michigan,
might be maintalned as we know of |t today, It s In
the apirt of High Schocl Amateur Athlatics and
continued youth development, that this momente Is
awardead,

PRESENTED TO

DAVE McCARNEY

Ann Arbor S5t. Thomas H.S5.
Season Record: 9-0-0

1976-7'¢

COMPLIMENTS OF
CHRTURY AWAFEDS AND SPORTS GO,




. §t. Thoma
“Fighting Erish® football team




COUNCIL-DECEMBER 6, 1976

R-484-12-76
RESOLUTION COMMENDING ST. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM

Whereas, on November 13, 1976, St. Thomas High School Football Team successfully completed an
undefeated season in Class D competition, and

Whereas, in spite of injuries, through the leadership of Coach Dave McCarney and his staff, the “Fighting
Irish” rolled up an incredible 291 points to their opponents’ 34 in the nine games played,

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Council of the City of Ann Arbor hereby commends the St
Thomas High School Football Team for an outstanding season and congratulates them on their
achievements.

Moved by Councilmember Bertoia that the Resolution be adopted.

On roll call the vote was as follows: Yeas, Councilmembers Allen, Keogh, Greene, Jones, Henry, Bertoia,
Trowbridge, Kenworthy, Bell, Belcher, Mayor Wheeler, 11

Nays, O

Chair declared the motion carried.
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Hail To The Irish

The St. Thomas Hizgh Scheol football tram  Manchester. The undefeated seasen is the lirst  wte. This wall ea Hizh Street at Elizabeth
completed a perfect seasen Saturday might by  for any Ann Arbor team (n almost 28 vears and  Street near {he school got \he treatment, in.
winning their ninth stralght game, 14-6 over  Sunday night the paintors were out to pay trib- dicating the “Number One™* status .




Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard honoring undefeated 1976 St. Thomas football team
Saturday

¢ Published: Sep. 30, 2016, 12:30 p.m.
By

¢ Sam Meads | smeads@mlive.com
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The Father Gabriel Richard football team takes the field before the Ann Arbor Father Gabriel
Richard vs. Romulus Summit Academy high school football game on Saturday, October 18,
2014, in Ann Arbor. Katie McLean | The Ann Arbor News

In high school football today, a 9-0 record and 291-34 score differential earns a top seed in
the MHSAA football playoffs. In 1976, Ann Arbor St. Thomas high school, now Ann Arbor
Gabriel Richard high school, was left out of the Class D playoffs with those results.

Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard will celebrate the 40-year anniversary of the final St. Thomas
football team in its homecoming game against Westinghouse (PA) Saturday at 1 p.m.

St. Thomas was left out of the playoffs by a fraction of a point due to the point system that
determined the four teams to make the state semifinals. Joe Simon, a junior on the 1976



team, compared the point system to how the college football playoff committee currently
determines the college football playoff with strength of schedule and opponents records.

“l think we would’ve won it all that year, but we never got the chance,” Simon said.

A senior laden team with a strong junior class, the Irish knew they had something special
after a 7-2 finish the year before.

“There was a preseason high school preview in the Ann Arbor News and | told them if we
don’tgo 9-0 | should be fired,” St. Thomas coach Dave McCarney said.

“During that season | realized that injuries can happen and things can change, so | never
said that again.”

St. Thomas had several key injuries to seniors that season, but several juniors, including
Simon, stepped up to make the undefeated season possible.

The season couldn’t have started better as St. Thomas forced an Addison fumble on the
opening kickoff and scored a few plays later.

“l really think that first play against Addison really gave us momentum to have the season
we wanted to have,” McCarney said.

St. Thomas defeated two quality Class C teams that year, including Addison in the season
opener and Manchester in the season finale. The Irish weren't given a chance to compete
for the state title. Crystal Falls Forest Park beat Flint Holy Rosary in the state finals. Holy
Rosary dominated Marcellus, who beat St. Thomas in the semifinals. The final AP Poll
ranked St. Thomas second behind state champion Crystal Falls Forest Park.

“It’s still a little unsettling that we didn’t get a chance to play for the championship,” Simon
said. "l think it would've been a great game against Crystal Falls."

McCarney credits a lot of their success to the University of Michigan coaching staff who
had an open door policy with the St. Thomas coaching staff. McCarney taught at St. Francis
where son’s of Michigan coaches Bo Schembechler (Shemy) and Jack Harbaugh (John and
Jim) attended.

McCarney would go to the Michigan coaching office every week and game plan with
Harbaugh and offensive line coach Jerry Hanlon.

“Coach Hanlon would always know these little adjustments that we could use against a
certain defense we were going to face,” McCarney said. “It’s pretty hard to fail when you get
this kind of help so all | had to do is not screw it up.”



McCarney credited the fellow coaches at St. Thomas as to why their athletic programs had
SO0 much success.

“St. Thomas was a place where coaches encouraged kids to play multiple sports and when
| went on to other places, it wasn’t always like that,” McCarney said. “My defensive
coordinator was the varsity baseball coach and he won a state title, and our basketball
coach who supported us at every game won a state title as well.

“All of the coaches supported one another and that helps to have success.”

Twenty-two of the 29 players on the team are expected to be in attendance for the game on
Saturday. McCarney and Simon said it should be a great showing from the entire St.
Thomas/Gabriel Richard community.

“l was fortunate as a young coach to have that kind of a team and they made me look
good,” McCarney said. “They were all team players and did whatever was asked of them
and | think that goes to show why they are all so successful today.”

“It was a once in a lifetime kind of team.”
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